ELISAs for parasitologists: or lies, damned lies and ELISAs.
The introduction in 1971, by Engvoll and Perlmann, of enzyme labels in immunoassays represented a significant technical advance. Their enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA) proved to be as sensitive as radioimmunoossoys but safer to use. Since then, ELISAs have been widely used in the assay o f anti-bodies and antigens. In this article, Pradhib Venkateson and Derek Wokelin focus on some o f the problems associated with ELISAs when applied to parasitic infections, which can modify antibody responses, by immunosuppression or polyclonal activation. The article also considers optimization, which is an essential step in the establishment o f on ELISA.